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General rules 

1.   The competitions are open to those who satisfy the requirements and applies to 
the competition properly. 

2.   The competitor must respect all rules and manners of competition. 
3. A competitor will be disqualified if they intentionally or recklessly applies to a lower 

division then the actual division they belong in. 
4.  A competitor will be disqualified and banned from all future competitions if they 

are caught cheating at the time of any of the competitions. 
5.   Competitors must specify the division for each classification they are entering 

when the application form is completed. Once the competitor and has registered 
they can not change divisions without direct permission from the Nail open 
supervisor. 

6. The competitor must enter the highest division they qualify for. 
7.  The competition’s organization is not responsible for verifying that each 

competitor enters into the correct division. 
8. There are no refunds of competition fees 
9.  All photos and videos taken by DKF and the competition’s  personnel or hired 

contractors are the sole property of DKF and the competition’s organization to be 
used in whatever fashion deemed appropriate by them without compensation to 
the competitors and models. 

10.  Competitors must use a live model and arrange for the model themselves. 
11. Competitor and Models must be at least 18 years old for divisions 1,2&3. 
12. DKF is not responsible for any competitor not adhering to or understanding all of 

the rules. 
13. There is no smoking or drinking Alcohol allowed on the competition floor  
14.   No mobile phones, tablets or computers of any kind on the competition floor 

during the competition for both the competitor and the model. No Apple iWatch or 
Samsung watches that can be used to communicate are allowed. 

15.  No outside communication with competitors while competitions are going on. 
16.  Competitors may not be on the competition floor until the floor is open for set up. 

If the competitor is competing in the following competition, you may leave your 
table set up but must clear the floor until the arena judge opens it up for the next 
competitions set up 

17.   Competitors not understanding English or the language of the hosting country 
must provide their own translator. 

18. Translators must read over the rules with the competitor prior to the competition 
briefing to assure the competitor understands all of the rules 

19.  The translator must be present during the competition briefing and stay just 
outside the competition floor in a designated area during the competition in the 
event that they are needed for communication with the competitor. 



  
 

20.  Only competitors and models are allowed to enter into the competition floor. 
However, translators are allowed to enter the competition floor when the 
communication with the competitors is necessary and also during the briefing. 

21.  Each competition will have a briefing 15 minutes prior to the start of the 
competition. 

22.  All competitors and models must be present for the briefing. 
23.  Once the briefing of a competition begins, the competitor may not touch the 

models nails until the competition begins. If anyone or any  competitor touches the 
models nails after the briefing and before the competition begins, there will be a 5 
point deduction from their final score. 

24. Models nails will be checked by the arena judge after the briefing to be certain no 
application has been done prior to the start of the competition. 

25.   Competitors allowed to prepare the natural nail prior to the competition. But 
absolutely no application work of any kind until the competition officially begins. 

26. If it is decided by the floor head arena judge that application work has been done 
on the model prior to competition, the competitor will receive a 5 point deduction 
to their final score. 

27. Competitors are allowed to set up table, products and supplies during the 
competition briefing. 

28.  Competitors or models may not go into their kits once the competition has started. 
29. All products being used during the competition must be clearly labeled. Hand 

written labels are acceptable. 
30.  Competitors must bring all of the necessary electrical supplies, including UV/LED 

lamps, extension cords, adapters, electric files and table lights. 
31.  Each competitor will be provided one electrical outlet. 
32.  Competitors must provide their own products 
33. Strictly no molds that create a well shaped nail may be used for any of the 

competitions. 
34.  Once the allotted time is up the competitors must immediately stop working and 

put their hands up. The model must stand up and get in line for judging 
immediately. 

35.  Competitors caught touching their models hands after the time has been called will 
receive a 10 point deduction to their final score. 

36. Models that have any tattoos on the lower arms or anywhere on their hands must 
adhere to the rule of having them covered prior to judging. 

37.  Models may not wear any jewelry on their hands or wrist. 
38. When instructed, competitors are responsible for getting their model to the judging 

arena and making certain the model understands that they must be judged by all of 
the judges before leaving the competition arena. 

39. Models must not leave the judging area until they have been completely judged. 
40. Any model that leaves the judging arena prior to being completely judged will be 

disqualified. 



  
 

41. In the event of a tie or of any disputes to the scoring places first through ten, the 
head judge will make the decision. 

42. The head judges decision is final 
43. Score sheets will be made available for all competitors 
44. In the event that a competition only has 4 competitors, only 1st place trophy will be 

awarded. 
45. The competition must have a minimum of 3 competitors in it.  
46. The use of any type of fire or heating devices, which can ignite that are used 

directly on the model during the application or curing process is prohibited on the 
competition floor for all of the competitions. 

47. The competitor is allowed to bring a small trolly or something that can be used as 
an extra table to put extra items on top when necessary due to small tables that are 
sometimes provided. 

48. The competitor can put all the needed items in a open box that be placed on top of 
the competitors nail kit. 

49. There is absolutely no touching of the models once the models are lined up in the Q 
for judging. 

50.  Once the briefing begins the models hands must be on the table and the 
competitors hands must be placed on their laps under the table. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

Division rules 

Division I 
For competitors who have never placed 1st in any *Hands – on **Internationally recognized 
competition in Division 1. 
 
Division II 
For competitors who have placed 1 st in  any *Hands-on **Internationally recognized competition 
division 1, and placed 2nd or 3rd for division 2.  

Division III 
For competitors that have placed 1st in any *Hands-on **Internationally recognized competition 
division 2. 

**Hands-on Competitions 
Any Competition where the competitor is creating the nails during the time of competition and 
not done prior to the competition. 

Team Trophy 
Team trophy is top 3 of the hands on competitions. To qualify for the Team trophy there must be a 
minimum of 3 and maximum of 6 competitors entered. 
The competitors may be in any of the 3 divisions. The scores will be combined from all of the 
hands on competitions. Gel, acrylic, soak off, salon style and stiletto. 
The top 3 scores from each team will be used to make the total score. It is free to enter a team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

Submitted Nail Art 

Division I 
For competitors who have never placed 1st in any *Submitted Nail Art competitions at any 
**Internationally recognized competition in Division 1. 
 
 
Division II 
For competitors that have placed 1st in any * Submitted Nail Art*at any *Internationally 
recognized competition division 1, and 2nd or 3rd. In division 2. 

 
Division III 
For competitors that have placed 1st in any * Submitted Nail Art*at any *Internationally 
recognized competition in division 2 & 3 
 
**Submitted Nail Art 
Any competition where the work is done prior to the competition and turned in to be judged or is 
put onto a model for display. 
 
*Internationally Recognized Competitions 
All competitions that are not a distributor or brand name competition. A competition wherein 50% 
of the judges come from another country where the competition was located. 
Proof of division should be provided for all competitors when ask. 

Proof of division must be provided for all competitors when they complete their registration. 
The competitor is responsible for registering in the correct division and must demonstrate that the 
division in which they are registered is correct. The organization requires that the competitor 
provided evidence that they have entered the correct division. 
A competitor will be automatically disqualified if they have intentionally or recklessly registered in 
the wrong division to which they actually belong. 
 

 
 


